








































IML Containers says ‘Oui‘ to Le Mars
	 “We	are	very	unique	in	the	food	
industry,	 specializing	 in	 the	manu-
facturing	of 	flexible	plastic	packag-
ing.	 We	 produce	 containers	 that	
are	smaller,	softer,	reusable	and	100	
percent	recyclable.”










Groupe	 Lacroix,	 a	 Bois	 d’Amont,	
France-based	 manufacturer	 that	
operates	18	pack-









s i o n 	 p ro j e c t	
wa s 	 awarded	
a	 series	 of 	 tax	
credits	 and	 abatements	 from	 the	
Iowa	 Department	 of 	 Economic	
Development-administered	 High	
Quality	 Job	 Creation	 (HQJC)	
program.
	 Since	 beginning	 operations	 in	
September	2006,	IML	now	has	20	
employees	 and	 several	 production	
lines	 producing	 in-mold	 labeling	








full	 photographic	 quality,	 top-to-





















































produce	 the	 containers—from	 the	
plastic	 to	 the	greases	 that	keep	the	
machines	lubricated—is	food	safe.







	 IML	 Containers	 isn’t	 the	 only	
company	 located	 in	 Le	 Mars	 in	
order	 to	 be	 close	 to	Wells’	 Dairy,	




company	 supplies	Wells’	 with	 ice	
cream	cones.	
	 According	 to	 owner	 Dean	
Jacobson,	 the	 past	 five	 years	 have	
seen	BoDeans	 increase	 the	 size	of 	
its	bakery	from	23,000	square	feet	to	
75,000	square	feet.	
	 The	 company,	 which	 is	 also	 a	
supplier	 to	 Schwan’s	 and	 Good	
Humor-Breyers,	 has	 increased	 its	
employment	base	from	23	to	75.	
	 This “Iowa Innovators” article is a 
joint project of  the Iowa Department of  
Economic Development and the Iowa 
Newspaper Association. If  you have business 
stories to share in a future column, contact 
IDED, 200 East Grand Avenue, 




Soy Far, Soy Good 
	 It	was	while	working	as	a	research-








rich	 soybean	 into	 food	 for	 human	
consumption.
	 “We	 were	 researching	 non-
chemical	processing	of 	soybeans	for	
human	 food	 applications	 and	 we	
were	using	Triple	
F ’s 	 I n s t aP ro	
soybean	extruder	
to	 make	 the	 soy	











Soy	 Innovations	 International®,	 a	
division	of 	Triple	F.






flours,	 textured	 soy	 proteins,	 soy/


























two	 other	 divisions:	 PharmTech	
International,	 an	 animal	 nutri-
tional	 feed	 and	 ingredients	maker,	




international	 demand	 for	 food	
products	 containing	 the	 protein-
rich,	 heart-healthy	 soybean,	 Soy	
Innovations	is	in	the	midst	of 	a	$5.2-
million	expansion	in	Indianola.
	 Wijeratne	 says	 once	 the	 project	











deal	 of 	 synergy	

































	 “Research	 and	 Development	





 This “Iowa Innovators” article is a 
joint project of  the Iowa Department of  
Economic Development and the Iowa 
Newspaper Association. If  you have business 
stories to share in a future column, contact 
IDED, 200 East Grand Avenue, 




The Proof is in the Pudding





ConAgra	 Foods	 Inc.’s	 expansion	
plans	for	its	Waterloo	pudding	plant.
	 ConAgra	 Foods,	 one	 of 	 North	
America’s	 leading	 packaged	 food	
companies,	has	a	consumer-brands	
portfolio	of 	 that	 includes	Banquet,	





manufacturing	 operations	 as	 part	
of 	a	long-term	plan	to	control	costs.	

















Community	 College,	 our	 central	




after	ConAgra	 announced	 that	 its	
nine-year-old	 Waterloo	 pudding	
plant—where	Hunt’s	branded	Snack	








expansion	 should	 be	 complete	
summer	2007.
	 The	 expansion	 project	will	 add	
about	50	 jobs—paying	an	average	





































	 The 	 Cedar	












Division	 and	 now	 ConAgra	 have	
either	 located	 or	 expanded	 in	 the	
Cedar	Valley	over	 the	past	 several	
years,”	says	Laylin.	“We	believe	these	
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